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Texas Schools Risk Managers Association, Inc.
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This newsletter is distributed for information purposes only.  Please consult with your Legal Department, Risk Manager, Benefits Director, Business Manager, Insurance Specialist, Purchasing Director, the Texas Department of Insurance and/or your local insurance representative before considering any insurance program.  

JULY 2008 NEWSLETTER



June 10, 2008
To the Administrator Addressed:
The purpose of this letter is to address the potential use of school buses in the event of a mandatory evacuation related to an approaching catastrophic hurricane or other unforeseen hazard. Section 418.017 of the Government Code, authorizes the Governor to “use all available resources of state government and political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with a disaster.”
Public schools are required by state law to respond to requests for resources during a time of declared disaster.  Lessons learned from Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Dean have shown that there will be individuals that lack transportation and will need to be evacuated from surge zones prior to the arrival of tropical storm winds.  To do so will require the use of public school buses.
On January 28, 2004, Governor Rick Perry, by Executive Order, designated Mayors and County Judges as the Emergency Management Directors for their respective political subdivisions in accordance with sections 418.102, 418.103, and 418.105 of the Texas Disaster Act. 
Furthermore, the 79th Legislature provided Mayors and County Judges the authority to call for the mandatory evacuation of their political subdivision.
  

School administrators and designated Education Service Center personnel are expected to work closely with local first responders and Emergency Management Directors in their areas to ensure public school resources are made available in the event that a disaster may require the need of public school buses for evacuation and school facilities for temporary shelter.
Both of these public school resources can play an extremely important role in protecting the life and well-being of Texans from all hazards.

Sincerely,

Robert Scott
Commissioner of Education

State Mileage Reimbursement Rate

FPP S.005

Applicable to

State agencies and institutions of higher education 
Policy

Personal Vehicle 

The maximum state mileage reimbursement rate for travel as of July 1, 2008, is 58.5 cents per mile. This is an eight-cent increase over the rate in effect Jan. 1, 2008 through June 30, 2008.

A state agency is not required to reimburse employees at the maximum rate. A state agency may specify a mileage reimbursement rate that is less than 58.5 cents per mile under TEX. GOV'T CODE ANN. §660.007(b). The agency must notify affected individuals in writing about the lower rate before implementing it. See §1.07(A) of the current State of Texas Travel Allowance Guide. 

Personal or Leased Aircraft

State Officials 

As of Sept. 1, 2007, the reimbursement rate for a key state official, board/commission member or member of the Legislature for travel in a personally owned or leased aircraft is $1.07 per mile, based on the rate issued by the General Services Administration.

State Employees 

As of Sept. 1, 2007, the reimbursement rate for a state employee for travel in a personally owned or leased aircraft is: 

· Single-engine aircraft – 40 cents per mile 

· Twin-engine or other aircraft – 50 cents per mile 

Legal cite

Article IX, Sections 5.04 and 5.05 of the General Appropriations Act (GAA) for the 2008-2009 fiscal biennium

Issued

June 25, 2008 

If you have any questions about the state's mileage rate, please contact the Comptroller's Fiscal Management Division at (512) 475-0966.

TXSRMA 2009 6th Annual Conference Information

JANUARY 13TH 14TH 15TH 16TH 2009 MOODY GARDENS – GALVESTON, TEXAS

TUNE UP FOR 2009
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER & ENTERTAINER

LADONNA GATLIN
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www.LaDonnaGatlin.com
"She is inspiring and has a way of driving you to be your absolute best…no matter what the situation." 
-- International Association Admin Professionals 

"Your ability to connect with the audience through your experiences and through music made you and instant 'hit' with our employees." -- Unity Health Care
Simply put, LaDonna Gatlin has a passion for helping people succeed in life!  She knows firsthand that we can’t live someone else’s dream—that in order to achieve our personal best, we must find our own voice and “sing our own song.”
LaDonna’s Keynote Topic for our conference is:  Tune Up Your Life!
	

LaDonna literally grew up on stage singing with her brothers--the legendary Gatlin Brothers. In the early 1970’s the Gatlin’s took their family harmony to Nashville. But a detour appeared on the road to stardom-- LaDonna got married. At this defining moment, she realized that success for her could be measured in a very different way. So she took a giant leap of faith, chose to follow her heart, and “sing a different song” apart from her brothers.

She has spent her entire career empowering people to realize their potential by living life authentically from the inside out…through their words, their deeds, and their actions.

LaDonna truly speaks from the heart with stories that are the stuff of life. Her easy-going style delivers common sense wisdom for everyday living. Combine that solid content with her outstanding vocal performance, and you get an amazing experience that educates, inspires and entertains! 
· She is an active member of the National Speakers Association, and has earned its highest professional designation, the CSP (Certified Speaking Professional). 

· She is one of fewer than 200 speakers worldwide to be awarded the CPAE (Council of Peers Award for Excellence) Speaker Hall of Fame lifetime award for speaking excellence and professionalism. 

· She has recorded 4 solo CD’s which contain some of her original songs. 

· She is a contributing author to the best-selling book series Chicken Soup for the Soul. 
	


Moody Gardens Hotel, Spa & Convention Center
Seven Hope Boulevard    Galveston, Texas  77554
Phone: (409) 741-8484    Toll Free: (888) 388-8484
email: reservations@moodygardens.com    website: www.moodygardenshotel.com
CONFERENCE RESERVATION GROUP ID: 19804

CONFERENCE RESERVATION PASSWORD:  37009534

Hotel Conference Rates:  $122.00 

TXSRMA 2009 6th Annual Conference
The TXSRMA 2009 6th annual conference will feature four certification programs: $295.00 each

1. Certified Risk Management Specialist (CRMS)

2. Certified Employee Benefits Specialist (CEBS)

3. Certified Workers’ Compensation Specialist (CWCS)

4. Certified School Safety Specialist (CSSS)

Certifications are valid for two years.  Each person must complete 10 hours of continuing education credits in two years to retain the designation.  Six (6) continuing education credits must be from TXSRMA.  TXSRMA will accept 4 continuing education credits from TASB and TASBO upon verification of attendance from one of these agencies for a TXSRMA approved course.

Each of the certification courses is nine hours plus a final exam.  Those wanting to get their TXSRMA certification in one of the above areas must attend all 9 hours and pass the final exam with a grade of 75 to receive their designation.  There will be 9 hours of classroom instruction on topics relative to each certification.

Individuals not wanting certification can attend any of the sessions in each of the four areas.  For example, a person may want to attend 3 Risk Management sessions, 2 Employee Benefits Sessions, 2 Workers’ Compensation Sessions and 2 School Safety Sessions.  The regular conference cost is only $195.00.   

HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE
Available July 12, 2008
1. Go to www.txsrma.org
2. Click on Conference Registration

The Conference Schedule is on Our Web Site
Available July 12, 2008
www.txsrma.org
Moody Gardens Hotel, Spa & Convention Center
Seven Hope Boulevard    Galveston, Texas  77554
Phone: (409) 741-8484    Toll Free: (888) 388-8484
email: reservations@moodygardens.com    website: www.moodygardenshotel.com
CONFERENCE RESERVATION GROUP ID: 19804

CONFERENCE RESERVATION PASSWORD:  37009534

Hotel Conference Rates:  $122.00 

SAFETY AND SECURITY AUDIT PROGRAM

TXSRMA Safety Audit Program

Senate Bill 11, enacted September 1, 2005, mandated that all Texas School Districts conduct a safety and security audit, every three years, of all district facilities and report these findings to the District Board of Trustees.

The first audits must be completed before August 31, 2008.   Updated September 1, 2007; a final report of all audits must be made to Texas State University, Texas Safety Center (Center for Safe Communities and Schools) by August 31, 2008.  The next deadline is August 31, 2011

Audit Program

Audit Program Cost effective until August 31, 2008 $350.00 each facility.  Effective September 1, 2008 – August 31, 2011 $425.00 each facility (this includes administration building, campuses, transportation, maintenance, swimming pools and stadiums, plus any other stand alone facilities such as warehouse, and food service.
Process

1. Meet with each facility Administration Team 1 hour to review interview questions and give an overview of the facility audit.
2. Facility walk-through audit

3. Final report for the Board of Trustees

The District is provided with the following:

1. Audit glossary

2. Reference materials

3. Mandated District Drill procedures

4. School District Manuals
5. Safety Audit Manual
Contact TXSRMA to schedule your safety and security audits. 
Office:  
281-750-0420

Cell:  
 
832-423-6223

Fax: 

281-750-0733

Email:

txsrma@comcast.net
If you have already completed your first audits, you might want to start your next audits after September 1, 2008 to be in compliance before August 31, 2011.  School Districts that had their audits performed by TXSRMA, prior to August 31, 2008, will only be charged $375.00 per facility for September 1, 2008 – August 31, 2011.

Reminder:  Safety and Security Audits are not subject to the open records act.
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